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Come Visit Us! Citation Skills  
What is a Citation? 

For further research assistance access the Wahlstrom  

Library website via the myUB Portal. 

Ask a Librarian via Chat: Available when the Library is 

open through the Library website. 

E-mail a Librarian: reference@bridgeport.edu 

Call a Librarian: 203-576-4747 

Walk-ins welcome, no appointment needed! 



Citation Basics 

A citation tells readers of a work that information 

used came from an external source. It provides 

information on how to locate the source if they 

want to. 

Why Provide Citations? 

Give your paper credibility 

Your opinion is often not enough! Back up your 

claims with reliable information to give them 

credibility. 

Give others credit for their work 

Citing a source gives credit to the person who 

created the work. Give others credit for their 

work to make it clear what is your work and what 

is theirs. 

Avoid plagiarism 

Plagiarism is the use of another person’s  

intellectual property without giving them credit. 

This can result in disciplinary action by your  

professor or the university. Professionals who  

plagiarize can be fired. Cite correctly to avoid pla-

giarism. 

Need help? Contact a librarian for further assistance. 

Stay Organized and Save Time 

Each time you find a source you intend to use: 

 Save the source! To your computer or flash 
drive, send it to yourself in an e-mail,  
bookmark the webpage. 

 Record the information needed for a citation. 

 Write a note on how you will incorporate the  
source in your assignment. 

Follow this process and you will have a list of 
each source including information for the  
citation, the source itself, and a note about how 
you plan to use it. 

 

Know Which Style to Use 

How to format citations depends on which  
citation style you’re using. Be sure to ask your 
professor or read assignment instructions to know 
which style you should be using. Styles you may 
be expected to use include (but are not limited 
to): 

APA, MLA, AMA, Vancouver, and Chicago 

Need help with citations and paper formatting? 

Visit the Library website (accessible through the 

myUB Portal) and check out our Citation pages! 

We have information on how to cite and format us-

ing APA, MLA, AMA, and Chicago styles. 


