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	Course Title
	FIN 400 Financial Management

	School
	School of Business, University of Bridgeport

	Course Schedule
	Wednesday: 3:30PM - 6:00PM

	Course Location
	Mandeville Hall, Room (TBA)

	Instructor
	Congsheng Wu, Ph.D.
Professor of Finance

	Office Telephone
	203-576-4869

	Email
	congwu@bridgeport.edu

	Office Location
	Mandeville Hall, Room 204

	Office Hours
	Tuesday and Thursday: 4:15-5:15 PM or by appointment

	Mailing Address
	230 Park Avenue, University of Bridgeport, Bridgeport, CT 06604


Course Objective

This course provides students with the opportunity to learn the basic tools and concepts of financial management. It will discuss important issues in modern finance, including the time value of money, valuation of stock and bonds, capital budgeting, risk and return, portfolio analysis and the capital pricing model. The finance topics to be covered in this course should be important to your career and personal development. Basic accounting and statistics are essential to understanding the principles developed in this course. 

Required Textbook
	Fundamentals of Corporate Finance Standard Edition, 10th Edition
Stephen A. Ross, Randolph W Westerfield, Bradford D Jordan 

	McGraw-Hill Higher Education

	©2013, ISBN-13 9780078034633 


Class Procedure and Participation

Class will consist of lectures and discussions of the assigned reading materials. Students are expected to read the chapters assigned for each session beforehand and to participate in the discussions. Class participation accounts for 20% of the total grade. To receive 100% of the total grade points allocated to participation, you must meet the following expectation: during each class meeting, you need to engage in, and contribute to, classroom discussions in an active and positive manner, contributing to the learning objectives of the course. This presumes you will have read the required material prior to attending class. 

Students are encouraged to follow the development of the international financial markets at least during the course of this class. Journals such as The Wall Street Journal, The Economist and Fortune provide excellent articles on various topics related to our class. Students are also encouraged to visit related web sites on the Internet regularly. 

Exams

There will be two exams: the mid-term exam and the final exam. The mid-term exam will be given during regular class hours on March 5. There will be no make-up exam. Students who cannot take the midterm exam must notify the instructor beforehand. The only acceptable excuses for missing the exam are incapacitating illness and other extreme emergencies. Students who miss the mid-term exam will only need to take the final exam and the final exam will account for 60% in the students’ final score of this course. Students are responsible for all materials presented in the lectures. 

Homework

Homework will be assigned regularly and account for 20% of the total grade. All assignments must be submitted with a hardcopy at the start of the class. Unless stated otherwise, all written assignments are to be typed, double spaced, proofread and corrected for grammatical, spelling and typographical errors. Late homework will not be accepted.

Academic Honesty

Academic honesty is highly valued. Plagiarism, copying each other’s homework and cheating during exams are absolutely not allowed. A student must always submit work that represents his or her original words or ideas. If words or ideas that do not represent the student's original work are used, the student must cite all relevant sources as references. The student should also make clear the extent to which such sources were used. Words or ideas that require citations include, but are not limited to, all hardcopy or electronic publications, whether copyrighted or not, and all verbal or visual communication when the content of such communication clearly originates from an identifiable source. 

It is the student's responsibility to familiarize himself/herself with and adhere to the standards set forth in the policies on cheating and plagiarism as defined in Chapters 2 and 5 of the Key to UB at www.bridgeport.edu/pages/2623.asp or in the appropriate graduate program handbook. 

Electronic Devices

Please turn off your electronic devices except perhaps your laptop computers. Please don’t use your laptop to check emails, watch video, or go to unrelated web sites. 

Grading

Your final grade will be determined as below:

	Class participation
	20%

	Homework
	20%

	Midterm exam
	30%

	Final exam
	30%


Please note that everyone starts with an A. How you maintain that grade is up to you. Following is my ideal student: 
A = The student who:

Is an excellent performer

Has unusually sharp insight into materials and initiates thoughtful questions

Sees many sides of an issue

Articulates well and writes logically and clearly

Integrates ideas previously learned from this and other disciplines

Anticipates next steps in the progression of ideas

Submits assignments on time

Is in full attendance

Constructively contributes to the learning environment

Main Topics and Chapters
Part 1
Overview of Corporate Finance 

Chapter 1: Introduction to Corporate Finance

Chapter 2: Financial Statements, Taxes, and Cash Flow 

Part 3
Valuation of Future Cash Flows 

Chapter 5: Introduction to Valuation: The Time Value of Money 

Chapter 6: Discounted Cash Flow Valuation

Chapter 7: Interest Rates and Bond Valuation

Chapter 8: Stock Valuation 

Part 4
Capital Budgeting 

Chapter 9: Net Present Value and Other Investment Criteria

Part 5
Risk and Return 

Chapter 12: Some Lessons from Capital Market History

Chapter 13: Return, Risk, and the Security Market Line 

Part 6
Cost of Capital and Long-Term Financial Policy 

Chapter 14: Cost of Capital

Chapter 15: Raising Capital

Chapter 16: Financial Leverage and Capital Structure Policy

Chapter 17: Dividends and Payout Policy 

Part 8
Topics in Corporate Finance


Chapter 21 International Corporate Finance

Welcome To My Class! 
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